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 The premedical arts program at Valparaiso University is designed to prepare you for admission 
to medical, osteopathic, dental or podiatry school. This brochure highlights the strengths and unique 
advantages of our program, and tells you whom to contact for further information. 
 
VU Program has a Very High Success Rate for Admissions 
 The best evidence of the strength of our program is the high percentage of our premedical arts 
graduates who are admitted into one of the professional schools (Table 1). 
 

Table 1: A 20 year list of acceptance rates for Valparaiso University premedical arts graduates 
Year Total 

Applicants 
Number accepted into professional school 

Medicine Osteopath Dentistry Podiatry Total VU % US Med % 

1988 26 17 3 3 1 24 92.3 64.0 

1989 11 6 0 2 0 8 72.7 63.1 

1990 17 10 1 3 0 14 82.4 58.8 

1991 18 12 0 2 2 16 88.9 52.4 

1992 17 10 0 3 2 15 88.2 46.7 

1993 14 8 0 3 1 12 85.7 40.6 

1994 25 9 2 5 4 20 80.0 38.2 

1995 18 7 1 4 0 12 66.7 37.3 

1996 19 9 1 6 1 17 89.5 37.0 

1997 14 4 2 2 2 10 71.4 40.2 

1998 7 3 1 1 0 5 71.4 41.8 

1999 10 5 2 1 0 8 80.0 41.0 

2000 11 9 1 1 0 11 100 43.9 

2001 13 12 0 1 0 13 100 46.9 

2002 12 8 0 1 0 9 75.0 52.6 

2003 13 9 0 2 0 11 84.6 50.4 

2004 18 13 1 2 0 16 88.9 47.1 

2005 21 13 1 4 0 18 85.7 45.4 

2006 13 8 0 1 0 9 69.2  

2007 15 6 4 3 0 13 86.7  

Average 15.6 8.9 1.0 2.5 0.7 13 83.0 46.7 
 



Table 2 
Medical Schools Attended by Valparaiso University Graduates 

 
1958-2007 

 
School # Enrolled School # Enrolled 

Arkansas ......................................................... 1 Michigan ......................................................... 4 
Arizona Osteopathic (Midwestern) ................ 1 Michigan State Allopathic .............................. 3 
Baylor ............................................................. 2 Michigan State Osteopathic ............................ 1 
Boston ............................................................ 1 Minnesota (Duluth) ........................................ 3 
Bowman-Gray ................................................ 4 Minnesota (Minneapolis) ................................ 15 
Case Western Reserve .................................... 3 Missouri .......................................................... 7 
University of Chicago .................................... 3 Nebraska ......................................................... 2 
Chicago Medical ............................................ 3 New York Medical College ............................ 1 
Chicago Osteopathic (Midwestern) ................ 21 New York Osteopathic ................................... 1 
Cincinnati ....................................................... 2 North Carolina ................................................ 1 
Colorado ......................................................... 3 Northwestern .................................................. 11 
Creighton ........................................................ 2 Ohio State ....................................................... 10 
Dartmouth....................................................... 1 Oregon ............................................................ 1 
Duke ............................................................... 2 Pennsylvania, Medical Col. ............................ 2 
Florida ............................................................ 1 Philippines ...................................................... 4 
Guadalajara (Mexico) ..................................... 1 Pittsburg .......................................................... 1 
George Washington ........................................ 3 Rush ................................................................ 9 
Georgetown .................................................... 3 St. Eustatius .................................................... 1 
Harvard ........................................................... 3 St. Louis .......................................................... 9 
Howard ........................................................... 5 South Carolina, Medical Col 2 
Illinois ............................................................ 39 South Florida .................................................. 1 
Indiana ............................................................ 104 Southern California (USC) ............................. 2 
Iowa ................................................................ 8 Southern Illinois ............................................. 10 
Iowa Osteopathic ............................................ 6 SUNY (Buffalo) ............................................. 4 
Jefferson ......................................................... 1 SUNY (Syracuse) ........................................... 4 
Johns Hopkins ................................................ 7 Texas .............................................................. 7 
Kansas ............................................................ 2 Texas Osteopathic .......................................... 1 
Kansas City Osteopathic ................................ 2 Toledo ............................................................. 4 
Kasturbe (India) ............................................. 2 Uniformed Services ........................................ 3 
Kentucky ........................................................ 1 Utah ................................................................ 2 
Kirksville Osteopathic .................................... 6 Vanderbilt ....................................................... 1 
Louisiana - New Orleans ................................ 1 Virginia ........................................................... 5 
Louisville ........................................................ 2 Washington (St. Louis) ................................... 12 
Loyola (Chicago) ............................................ 23 Wayne State .................................................... 6 
Marshall .......................................................... 1 West Virginia Osteopathic ............................. 1 
Maryland ........................................................ 1 Wisconsin (Madison)...................................... 21 
Meharry .......................................................... 2 Wisconsin (Milwaukee) .................................. 14 
Mayo (Minnesota) .......................................... 5 Wright State .................................................... 6 
  Yale ................................................................ 3 



Unique opportunities at Valparaiso University. 
 
1. A combined biology-chemistry major 

Nationwide, biology is the most popular major for premedical arts students, followed by chemistry.  
At Valparaiso University, students have the unusual opportunity to select a double major that 
consists of 25 hours of biology and 27 hours of chemistry.  This is a popular option for our 
premedical arts students because it allows them to choose those biology and chemistry courses that 
will best prepare them for their chosen profession. 
 

2. Hands-on experience with state-of-the-art scientific equipment 
Listed below are the four courses required for all premedical arts students, along with the major 
pieces of equipment that our students use in the laboratory portions of these courses.  What sets 
Valparaiso University apart from other colleges and universities is not that this equipment is on 
campus but that beginning undergraduate students actually get a chance to use it. 
 
General Biology: 

• Scanning electron microscope.  
• Wide-field stereo fluorescence microscope. 

 
General Chemistry 

• Diode array UV/visible spectrometer 
• Lab computer cluster for data analysis 

 
Organic Chemistry 

• FT-IR (Fourier transform infra-red spectrometer) 
• 200 MHz FT-NMR (Fourier transform nuclear magnetic resonance spectrometer) 
• GC/MS (gas chromatograph/mass spectrometer) 
• Silicon Graphics workstation for molecular modeling 
 

General Physics 
• Lab computer cluster for data acquisition and analysis 

 
3. A one-of-a-kind honors program 

Gifted students, regardless of their major, have the opportunity to fulfill their general education 
requirements by enrolling in Christ College, the honors college at Valparaiso University.  Each fall, 
approximately 85 incoming freshmen are invited to join Christ College based on a superior high 
school academic record, high SAT or ACT scores and proven leadership in extra-curricular 
activities.  The Christ College Freshman Program emphasizes the great traditions of humankind with 
readings in history, literature, philosophy and religion from the earliest recorded thought to the 
present day.  The entire Christ College freshman class works as a group to write and produce their 
own play during the fall semester and then during the spring semester engages in a series of formal 
debates.  Many premedical students choose to complete the Christ College honors program and find 
the experience enjoyable and enriching. 



 
4. Biomedical Ethics 

The Department of Philosophy offers a biomedical ethics course (PHIL 341 / THEO 341) that is 
popular with our premedical arts students.  This course deals with such topics as abortion, 
euthanasia, genetic engineering and medical resource allocation.  The goal is to examine the many 
different ways that people seek to achieve rational agreement about such difficult questions.  This 
course is taught by Professor Gilbert Meilaender.  Students interested in further study of bioethics 
may work under faculty supervision to complete a senior honors project that focuses on one or more 
bioethical issue(s) that the student wishes to investigate in greater depth. 

 
5. International Opportunities 

Valparaiso University encourages students to experience and appreciate life in places beyond the 
borders of the United States, and therefore offers a variety of international learning opportunities. Of 
particular interest to pre-medical students are spring break medical service trips to Central America. 
Some research opportunities also exist at overseas locations. More information about international 
opportunities is available in the VU general catalog, through VU’s International Studies office 
(www.valpo.edu/international/studyabroad.html or Tel. 219-464-5333) and from faculty members. 

 
6. Medical Missions 

The Department of Theology offers a medical missions course (THEO 358 / CC 300) that many 
premedical arts students take.  This course deals with topics including the history of medical 
missions and the theological foundations on which such missions have been based.  This course is 
taught by Professor Christoffer Grundmann. 
 

7. Research Opportunities 
Valparaiso University does not have a medical school or research hospital. Therefore, we encourage 
interested students to participate in medical research at other facilities during the summer, many of 
which are located in northwest Indiana, Chicago, and Indianapolis. Many students also find it 
convenient to join research groups at institutions near their homes. Some Valparaiso University 
faculty members also have medically-related research in which VU students participate.  

  



 
For more information about premedical arts at Valparaiso University: 
 
Contact us as described below: 
 
For information regarding: Call 
Valparaiso University Admissions ......................888-468-2576 
 (888-GoValpo) 
 
Premedical Arts program .....................................Dr.Tom Goyne 

Associate Professor of Chemistry 
VU Class of 2012 Premedical Arts Advisor 
(219) 464-5378 
Thomas.Goyne@valpo.edu 
 

Allied Health programs ........................................Dr. Gary Hicks 
Associate Professor of Biology 
(219) 464-5371 
Gary.Hicks@valpo.edu 

 
Christ College honors program ............................Dr. Mel Piehl 

Professor of Humanities 
Dean, Christ College 
(219) 464-5022 
Mel.Piehl@valpo.edu 


